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Market Penetration
21,347 licensed architects in California (including those 
with a reciprocal license)

Source: California Architects Board as of 1/1/17

Licensing Exam Pass Rate

ARE 4.0 Pass Rate (Fiscal 2016/2017)*

Programming, Planning & Practice 49%

Site Planning & Design 61%

Building Design & Construction Systems 58%

Structural Systems 62%

Building Systems 58%

Construction Documents & Service 47%

Schematic Design 75%

10 accredited schools

Construction & Evaluation 48%

Practice Management 41%

Programming & Analysis 42%

Project Development & Documentation 43%

Project Management 53%

Project Planning & Design 42%

ARE 5.0 Pass Rate (Fiscal 2016/2017)*

CSE Pass Rate (Fiscal 2016/2017)* 62%
*Source: California Architects Board

Demographics 
in CA

Average age of members: 54

=    7151 =    2396

435 Blank/decline to state
Source: California Architects Board

MEN WOMEN

2300 Firms
63% are under 5 people

No. of employees

1-9

10-49

50+

Share of firms

75.8%

18.0%

6.3%

Source: AIA Firm Survey

A visual guide to progress within 
several key areas in the profession - 
to inform and enable evidence-based 
decisions, guiding AIA California 
Council’s planning and actions.

New 
Licensees

(since January 1, 2016)

AIA Licensed 
Associates

(since January 1, 
2016)

Licensure

total licensees 
in CA

21,34721,347 46%
penetration

1838

75
Deceased

39  

Number of Regular Session 
Bills introduced in 2018: 

2200

Categories we use to describe 
bill issues:

Advocacy

Planning

Transit

Water

Storm Water

Building Codes

CEQA

Disabled Access

Energy

Health Facilities

School Facilities

Housing

Affordable Housing

Urban Design

Infill

Sustainable Design

Liens

Redevelopment

Liability

Professions

Interior Design

Public Works

Infrastructure

Alternative Project 

Delivery Methods

Contracting Out

Seismic

Taxes

Number of Bills AIACC
Monitored in 2018

70

Number of Bills AIACC 
Actively Lobbied in 2018

48 

Legislative Outcome 
In our favor: 31

Not in our favor: 17

Sponsored Legislation in 2018
1 bill 

   

Academy of Art University  

Cal Poly, Pomona   

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo  

CC of the Arts

NewSchool  

SC Institute of Architecture 

UC Berkeley 

UCLA 

USC 

Woodbury University
Source: http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
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College/University

Architectural
Education

1,858
B.Arch, M.Arch and Pre-professional degrees 
awarded in 2017.


